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XXIII. J^ ExtraCf of a Letter from Mr. 

James Short, of the College at Edinburgh^ 
to Mr. Richard GrahaiH;^ F* R. S. 

SIR, Edinburgh, Nov. 1 8 • 1 7 3 <5. 

I Came here on Saturday laft: That Evening, 
about Six o'Clock, there was one of the moft 
remarkabJe Aurora Boreaks that ever I faw. At firft 
there appeared the ordinary luminous Arch, the Ver- 
tex of which was about 30'' above the Horizon, and 
had its Centre fomewhere in the Meridian Circle. 
After this was perfedly well formed, there appeared 
little or none of the purple and red Colours which 
are ufually in that Arch 5 but immediately there broke 
out, from the moft Weftern Extremity, a great deal 
of that Northern Light which formed this Arch, and, 
rufliing along with Rays directed to the Zenith, 
formed another v^^r(?r^ Borealis above the firft, the 
Centre of which was to the Eaft of the Meridian: 
After this was formed, there followed from the fame 
Extremity, a great deal of pnrple and red-coloured 
Light, quivering and ftiaking towards the Zenith^ 
with a flapping Noife in rufliing along, till it formed 
a third Aurora Borealis^ above the fecond, tlic Centre 
of which was fomewhere on the Eaft«fide of the Me- 
ridian. When I was pleafing myfelf with this re- 
markabk y^^#^;^m<9f/, looking again to the Weftern 
Source of thefe Arches, I perceived, as it were, a 
huge Pillar of a dull red coloured Light, rifmg out 
of the fame Place whence the Arches took their Be- 
ginning, extending itfelf in a Diredion towards the 

Zenith^ 
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Zenith, till it rofe almoft 6o«> iiigh, Thcle Arches 
and Pillar lafted very near an Hour; the two upper- 
moft Arches were continually quivering and (haking, 
and the Pillar always turning to a paler Red. 

I forgot to tell you, that the Night before the 
Aurora BoreaUs, there was a prodigious Hurricane 
of Wind, which lafted till the Saturday Morning ; 
but all that Day it continued to blow, though not fo 
hard. The Arch from whence the Wind blew, was 
from the North-weft, the fame Charter from whence 
the Arches took their Rife. To this Day, ever fince 
the Hurricane of Wind, there has been a moft intenfe 
Froft : It froze fo hard, that in lefs than 24 Hours 
after it began, the Lake on the North fide of this 
City was fo ftrong as to bear People on it. Juft 
now the Wind has changed, fo that we expett a 
Thaw. 



XXIV- A Letter from Mr. John Freke, F. R. S. 
Surgeon to Sl Bartholomew'^ Hofpital to the 
Royal Society, relating a Cafe of extra^^ 
ordinary Exoftofes on the Back of a Boy. 

GENTLEMEN. 

Would not have troubled you with this Accc^int 
of a Gafe which came to my Infpcdion Yefterday 
at St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, had I ever feen the 
fame before in my Practice. I know it may be faid 
to come under the Denomination of an Exoftofis, but 
as all others that I have feen, which have been very 
many, arofe upon fome particular Parts^, and have not 

been 



